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The Commission

The World War | memorial installed in 1920 at
the Teachers’ College was commissioned by
an alumni group, the Old Trainees’ Association,
established in 1913. The OTA first considered a
memorial as early as 1917 but it was not until
“after the Armistice” that a “conference was held
and the form finally decided upon”. The process
was briefly summarised in the College newsletter:

“The memorial was placed in the hands of Mr (William)
Wheildon of Brooks, Robinson and Co... At first he
thought the central figure should be more symbolic -
a medieval knight, a Roman soldier a figure representing
courage but in the end he confessed there was no
reason why an Australian soldier could not express all
the ideas suggested. It was he who suggested the opus
sextile [sic] tablets for the portraits. The artist for the
central figure was Mr G.H. Dancey and for the portraits
Mr. C. Brun.” (Trainee Oct 1920)

Many memorials to the 1914-18 War were unveiled
in Australia often using classical or biblical
imagery as allegorical references. Unlike the
more common WWI soldier statues, designs
for stained glass windows rarely used secular
imagery of servicemen or women in World War |

memorials. (Hughes)

"I never thought the memorial would be like this!

The Promise

In 1914 the College principal, Dr John Smyth
made a pledge to those who had enlisted,
“Your College will not forget you”. The College
in the spirit of the times made great efforts to
support those of its alumni, staff and students
who joined the War effort. The student newsletter
“The Trainee”regularly published Letters from the
Front with reports of news, of meetings, encounters
at the front, marriages and more poignantly
those who “made the supreme sacrifice”. Of
one hundred and ninety-five students, staff and
alumni, thirty-eight and one member of staff,
Mr A. M. Lilbum did not survive.

As the War stretched on over four years some
returning servicemen also spoke of their
experiences. Very often they were asked by
Dr Smyth to address the College reunions.
Walter McNicoll, the first Australian to be awarded
a DSO and Frank McNamara recipient of aVC
were among those who spoke. This type of
inspiration must have motivated many of those
who subscribed to a memorial.

In September 1920, the commemorative stained
glass window, flanked by two panels of tablets,
was unveiled at a ceremony in the Music room
of the College. The three-light window lists
names on flanking lights and in the central light
an Australian soldier stands resolute. On the
tablets many people from the College community

are portrayed.

DSO - Distinguished Service Order. VC - Victoria Cross

r

"1t is wonderful”

The Making

George Dancey a well-known artist working for
Brooks, Robinson & Co Ltd produced a patriotic
memorial design incorporating symbols and
icons; the Australian flag, the College Gryphon
and Colours are all featured. Also of interest

is the sunburst design, possibly inspired by
bayonet blades, and a feature of the Australian
Army badge. Fired glass stainer’s paint is used
in the main panels of two flanking windows.
Here are lists of both the names of those who
made the ‘Supreme Sacrifice’ and of those
who ‘Returned’. Listing all participants from

a community is a typical feature of Australian
war memorials. (Inglis 1998)

The tablets of portraits, sourced from
photographs, record the service rank and
date of graduation or enlistment. Produced
using the ancient yet durable technique of opus
sectile they survive almost as fresh as the day
they were first unveiled.

Eventually the College Music room was used
for other purposes and for a time the window
was covered, first by curtains and later by

boarding. The tablets, recalled by 1950s
students behind velvet curtains, were found in
a store circa 1985 and were hung in the wing
of the building where they remain to this day.

Rediscovery of the original Trainee reports
and accounts has ensured that the linked
history of both window and tablets are now
fully documented and will less easily be
forgotten.

Unveiling ceremony remarks 1920

“There is nothing like it anywhere.”
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The Tablets

The two tiled tablets that now hang in the west wing
foyer of the 1888 building were originally designed
to flank the Stained Glass Memorial window in what
was the College Music room.

More Sources

Opus sectile

is a traditional technique commonly used
for inlay combined with tesserae or mosaic
work.The technique can notably be seen in
the flag and scroll areas of the tablets where
irregular cut shapes are inlaid amongst the
regular tesserae and tiling

*

Research using dedicated war-memorial databases
revealed that photographs have occasionally featured
in other War Memorials and it is not uncommon
to see ceramics-based photographic images on
graves in modern day cemeteries.

Further information
about this memorial

This information brochure has been prepared
by J.Miller with a grant from the History of

the University Unit and with support from the
lan Potter Museum of Art at the University of
Melbourne. For extended or additional information
about this and other memorials please see
back panel of this brochure.

The sheer number of portraits depicted on the
Teachers’ College memorial is however quite rare.
The extensive use of portraits conveys a strong
sense of community. Each portrait is hand painted,
creating an extraordinary memorial to World War 1.
One hundred and eighty-three faces are featured

on the panels, profoundly poignant reminders to the
families of those depicted, their descendants and to
the College community. In September 1920 at the
unveiling ceremony a mother commented afterwards:

“Now | feel comforted. | have left my son with the

students he loved so well” (Garden p108 Selected references and key resources
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on war memorials throughout Australia and the world.

*see information panel
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The Gryphon or Griffin
this mythological beast, signifies power,
a guardian of treasure and watchfulness

“| never thought the memorial would be like this.”

Memorials from WWI, 1914 -1918

“It is wonderful.”
“There is nothing like it anywhere”

Unveiling ceremony remarks 1920




